Communication

Study Verses Psalm 34:17, Jeremiah 29:12, Psalm 145:18

“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them, he delivers them from all
their troubles.” “Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you.” “The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call
| on him in truth.”

Thoughts: I was born in 1942. It is remarkable how communications technology has changed
over that period of time. | remember when we communicated via the US Postal Service. Stamps
were three cents apiece. We had no phone; nor did anyone in our community. If you wanted to
send an urgent message, the drive_to the nearest place to send a telegram was about twenty
miles. When I was thirteen years old, we got our _first telephone. What a remarkable invention!
We were on a party line with two or three other families. When you picked up the receiver, you
could hear their conversations, and you had to wait; sometimes a long time; before you were
able to make your call. If you needed to call someone in another state, there was a long-distance
charge, the longer you talked, the more you paid. Eventually, everyone got their own private
line. I believe I was in my sixties when I got my first cell phone. How great was that! You could
speak with people on the other side of the world and not have to pay for the call. Of course, it
wasn't free; you had to pay dearly for the phone and make monthly payments for services. even
if you didn't make one call.

Technology also now provides automated answering service. Time was, when you called a
business, a live person answered the phone. That rarely happens these days. You know the drill:
thank you for calling Walmart. Press one for the pharmacy, press two for the bakery, press three
for the meat department, press four for the deli, press five for produce, press six for pick-up and
delivery, press seven for gardening, press eight for the auto center, press nine for store hours
and location, or press ten for the operator. Maddening! I am thankful that when it comes to
family and friends, we have the option of sending a text message, a Facebook message, or send
an email; even face time if desired, you can actually see the person you are calling. We used to
think that it was science fiction. We no longer have to tear out an order form from the Sears &
Robuck catalog, fill it out, mail it, and wait for our order to be received and processed. We can
just go to Amazon, type in our order, put in our bank card number, and it arrives the next day.
With all of its irritations, technology has made our lives so much more convenient.

(Yes, I know it isn't convenient when there are problems with the technology.)

Aren't we thankful that we experience no frustration when we want to speak with our Heavenly
Father? We don't have to look at the clock to see if it is too early or too late to speak with Him.
He is available twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. We never get a busy signal. And if
there are others on the line, He can hear us anyway. Every call is private, no automation. What a
blessing! I pray that you will take full advantage of this wonderful service and will use it often.

Until next time, May God bless, heal, protect and grow in you daily. Everyone say, AMEN!



