THE WISE MEN (Magi)

Study Verses: Matthew 2:11-14

Thoughts: Sometime later (after the birth of Jesus), Joseph and Mary were staying in a house in Bethlehem:;
visitors from the East arrived. Some scholars have speculated that it would have taken

them months or even a year or more to arrive in Bethlehem.
Matthew 2:11 says, “And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child.”

We have always called them “the three wise men,” but Scripture does not indicate how many there were. They
were likely Persian priests or Babylonian astrologers, who followed a star in the East to honor the newborn
Jesus, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, as described only in Matthew's Gospel.

Tradition says they were three kings by the names of Caspar, Melchior, Balthazar, but Scripture doesn't specify
their number or their names or exact origins, only that they were important foreigners seeking the

“King of the Jews.” It may be that tradition has settled on three wise men because there is mention of only three
gifts. It must have been humbling for Joseph and Mary to entertain such important guests, but an honor to have
them seek out their son as the “King.” No doubt they told Joseph and Mary that King Herod had instructed them
to return to him and tell him where they had found Jesus so that he could come and worship him. But God
warned them in a dream not to return to Herod (Matthew 2:12).

Matthew 2:13-14 says, “And when they (Magi) were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou
there until I bring thee word for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him” .

When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night and departed into Egypt. I find it interesting
that directly after the visit from the Magi, they were told to go to Egypt. It is assumed that Joseph was not a man
of means. The Law of Moses (Leviticus 12) required a woman to undergo purification after childbirth and for
the firstborn male to be dedicated to the Lord (Luke 2:23). While a lamb was the more complete offering, the
law allowed for the less costly sacrifice of two young pigeons or turtledoves for those who couldn't afford a
lamb, indicating Mary and Joseph's humble status. I find it interesting that God had just provided the funds they
would need for the trip to Egypt from the expensive gifts they had just been given by the Magi: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. The Magi were the world's first Gentiles (non-Jews) to recognize and worship Jesus as
Messiah.

We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor and mountain, following
yonder star. O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light

What shall you bring to honor and worship the Son of God? I bring Gratitude and Worship, for without His
mercy, grace and forgiveness, I have nothing, I am nothing.

Until next time, May God bless, heal, protect and grow in you daily. Everyone say, AMEN!
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