
THE SHEPHERDS 
Study Verse: Luke 2:8-14 Now there were, in the same country, shepherds 

living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them,  

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tiding of great joy which will 

be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: you will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  

Also read Luke 2:15-18 

 
Thoughts: According to Luke 2, these shepherds were in the fields surrounding Bethlehem, not out in the 

wilderness where regular sheep were kept. According to tradition, they were Temple priests chosen for the 

specific task of tending Temple sheep. Why would priests perform menial shepherding duties for the Temple? 

 It is because the sheep were intended to be sacrificed for Passover. It was the priests' job to make sure the 

lambs were without blemish and completely unharmed before being sacrificed. Their service to the Temple 

priests held great cultural and social significance. But, no matter how you look at it, they were still dirty 

shepherds tending sheep.  

 

Then the angel showed up with some very good news. In beautiful brilliance, an Angel of the Lord  

hand-delivered a message telling them that time for animal sacrifice was nearly over, and they were the first to 

know. “For there is born to you today, in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”(Luke 2:11)  

 

Jesus would now be the ultimate and perfect sacrifice to pay for man's sin once and for all through His death 

and resurrection. The Messiah had come. It is little wonder these priests ran “with haste” (v. 16) to see the baby 

the angel spoke of. The shepherds likely noticed Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes just as the angel told them 

(v. 12). These were not ordinary cloths. It was not common for children of poor parents to have anything 

resembling a diaper or any undergarments. For Mary and Joseph to have any infant clothes to wrap their new 

baby in would be an indication of Jesus' royalty. Theologians speculate the cloths were the same ones used in 

the Temple to keep lambs clean and free of blemishes as they were prepared for ceremonial sin sacrifices, which 

the shepherds also would have instantly noticed. The thought is the cloths may have come from the Temple 

priest, Zacharias, whose wife, Elizabeth, was Mary's cousin.  

 

Mary had stayed in their house for three months while she was pregnant. The cloths may have been sort of a 

baby shower gift. If they were Temple cloths, they would indicate that Jesus would one day be the perfect 

sacrifice for sin. It is not known where Mary and Joseph got the cloths, but they were special wrappings fit for a 

newborn King of Kings who would one day be sacrificed like a lamb for all mankind. 

 

 After the shepherds saw Jesus with their own eyes, the bible says they “returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all the things that they had heard and seen (v. 20) The shepherds were the very first evangelists! How 

wonderful it is to know Jesus the Messiah has come! He is the perfect Lamb, without blemish and sin. Because 

of His birth, death, and resurrection, we can experience His immense mercy and grace as He covers our sin with 

His righteousness. May we all glorify and praise Him for His indescribable gift. He is Immanuel, God with us. 

 

Until next time, May God bless, heal, protect and grow in you daily. Everyone say,  AMEN! 


