BABY JESUS
Study Verse: Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2

Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign; Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son; and shall call His name Immanuel. But you, Bethlehem
Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you
shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are
from of old, From everlasting. (Read Luke 1 & 2)
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For thousands of years humanity waited in anticipation of their Messiah that had been foretold
by the prophets. Finally, the fullness of time came, and the angel Gabriel announced to a young Jewish
woman that she was to be the mother of Jesus. Can you imagine how Mary must have felt? Out of
millions and millions of women on the earth, God chose her to be the mother of Jesus. This must have
been overwhelming. But to her credit, she agreed to accept that assignment without hesitation. She
didn't have time to contemplate what the consequences of that would be. Who would believe her? Did
her parents? Her family? Indeed, not even her fiancé, Joseph, until he was told in a dream that Mary was
still a virgin and was carrying the Christ Child. I'm sure Mary endured much gossip. However, she did have
someone who believed her, her cousin Elizabeth. When Mary arrived at her house for a visit, she said,
“Why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke 1:41-43).
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We rarely consider Joseph's role in all of this. Out of all the men in the world, God chose Joseph to father
His Son. What an honor! He was told in a dream to take Mary as his wife because she was still a virgin.
And the Scripture says that Joseph took her as his wife but did not know her until Jesus was born. Men,
can you imagine living with your bride for a year without being able to consummate the marriage? That
must have been a challenge! Joseph would have to go to Bethlehem. It was decided that Mary would
accompany him. Can you imagine a woman, whose delivery date was not far away, riding on a donkey
eighty miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem? What an uncomfortable and exhausting trip that must have
been! Then to make bad matters worse, when they finally arrived, being tired and weary, but were not able
to find a place to stay. We all know the outcome. The only available space was in a stable. (In reality, it
was actually a cave.

Before Mary even had time to rest from the long trip, she was in labor. There she was in a smelly, animal
filled, probably cold, and unsanitary place, giving birth to the Christ Child. Some say Joseph could not
have helped with the delivery because he would have become unclean under Jewish law. The Scripture
doesn't tell us that there was anyone to help her. Was there any light? Had they brought a lamp with them
on their trip. Had the inn keeper provided one? Was there even any water for cleanup after the delivery?
Did Joseph fetch some from the Inn? I'm pretty sure Mary didn't have any Huggie wipes. She did have
swaddling clothes to wrap her baby in. Where in that dirty place could she lay her newborn baby? The
manger with some clean hay would have to do. So, after the world had waited for thousands of years for
the Messiah, the fulfillment of all the Old

Testament prophecies was now lying in a manger. The God child in the flesh.
The Savior who had come to save His people from their sins. O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Until next time, May God bless, heal, protect and grow in you daily. Everyone say, AMEN!
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